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therefore delivered my acceptance to Mr. Morell on my returning from Court. He reported to me the next morning that Mr. Grosve-nor irritated by the incessant remonstrances of his friends against his agency in the affair, had refused to have any intercourse with him upon the subject, and had tendered to him any responsibility that he chose to demand; that he had then called on Mr. Suydam and offered him my reply which he refused to receive unless it came thro' Mr. Grosvenor. I requested him to see Mr. Suydam immediately and to propose to him, in my name, that we should agree to dispense with the farther action of both of our friends and appoint others as the only way in which the difficulty that had arisen could be obviated. He executed the commission and returned with a verbal answer from Mr. Suydam that he could not, under the circumstances, consent to dispense with Mr. Grosvenor's services. I went immediately to his hotel and posted him, and the affair finally evaporated in newspaper publications and recognizances to keep the peace.1 For some years there was no intercourse between us, tho' a disposition to restore friendly relations was quite apparent on his part, and at length, meeting at dinner, while attending Court in a neighbouring county, and sitting opposite to each other, he asked me to pass tho wine which stood before me, and I met the overture with an invitation to take a glass with- me which he accepted " with pleasure ", and we walked arm-in-arm, to the Court house to our mutual gratification and the astonishment of our friends. Pie soon after joined our side in. politicks, was elected to the [State] Senate as a Democrat, became my zealous friend and supporter and remained so till he died, sincerely lamented by all who knew him, and by none more than myself, as a man of noble impulses, honorable character and decided talent.
Earnestly engaged in a successful and lucrative practice, I had no desire to be a candidate for an elective office, nor did I become one until the Spring of 1812, when I was forced into that position by circumstances with which I could not deal differently. But from my boyhood I had been a zealous partisan, supporting with all my power the administrations of Jefferson and Madison—including the Embargo and other restrictive measures,—had acted with the great body of the Republican party in supporting the election of Morgan Lewis against Aaron Burr for Governor, and subsequently that of Daniel D. Tompkins against Governor Lewis 2 for the same office, sustained the prorogation of the Legislature by Governor Tompkins on the ground of the use of corrupt means to obtain the charter of the bank of America, and had exerted myself, as far as I could,
lTwo  notes  of  this  affair  arc in the Van  Boron  Papers,  November 25,   1811,  uncl February 17, 1812.—W. C. F. = In 1807.—W. C. F.

